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The Southern Family 

20. David9 Dalley Ford, the son of Perley and 
Susannah Ford, was born in Heruy County, Georgia, 18 
November 1840. ' 286 He died 17 January 1923, and is buried 
in the Lawrence Grove Cemetery next to Perley.'287 His 
tombstone says his name was David Daly Ford, but his 
second name is clearly written in Perley's Bible as Dailey 
(see Attachment C). David was named for Dr. David Dailey 
who had a close association with Perley, and was possible 
the attending doctor at David's birth. 

Perley worked for a time for Doctor Dailey's father, when 
he first moved to Henry County, Georgia in 1828. John 
Dailey owned a silk factory which he later changed to a 
cotton factory using a cording machine.'288 Perley learned 
the cording trade as a young man because his father also 
owned a wool cording machine in New York. 

David Ford grew to manhood in Stilesborough, and was, 
like his brother Thomas, one of the reasons Perley's school 
was such a popular place for the young people in the area. 
When Perley moved to Paulding County, next door to George, 
David also moved there to live until the Civil War. When the 
War came, he went back to Bartow County to join with his 
friends. (Cass County changed its name to Bartow in 1860.) 
As a Confederate soldier, he became a true example of a 
"Johnny Reb." 

David was 21 years old when he enlisted in Company K, 
18th Regiment, Georgia Volunteer Infantry, Army of Northern 
Virginia 19 June 1861. ' 289 His unit was known as "Rowland 
Infantry." The Regiment was sent to Camp McDonald, 
Georgia. The Regiment was formed by William T. Wofford, 
who was name Colonel of the regiment. 

Colonel William T. Wofford (1823-84) was a lawyer, a 
plantation and newspaper owner, and had fought in the 
Mexican War. He served in the State Legislature, and was 
a firm anti-secessionist. Wofford was a delegate to the State 
convention on secession from Cass County. He voted 
against secession. The majority of the county supported his 
view. Perley and George Washington Ford also canvassed 
against secession. Once the state seceeded, Wofford formed 
and financed his own regiment which became the lath 
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Georgia Volunteer Regiment of Infantry, in which David and 
John Ford served with Ben Richey. 

Regimental companies were recruited mostly from the 
counties of Bartow, Cobb, Newton, Stephens, Jackson and 
Dooly. It was a year before the regiment fired a shot in anger 
in its first battle in May 1862. Slightly more than 750 men rushed 
to volunteer in the patriotic outpouring of emotions sweeping the 
South after the fall of Fort Sumpter. By April1862, the regiment 
contained 765 men with more than 130 men lost to sickness 
before anyone saw combat. By April 1865, when the Regiment 
was surrendered at the Appomattox, Virginia Courthouse, it had 
only 1 officer and 52 men left to stack arms, to fold it's colors and 
to be paroled. 

Archie's letter said: 
Early in 61 Uncle John and Uncle Daily enlisted in 
Company B, 18th Ga. Regiment. Uncle Stanley joined 
Haralson Co. but after getting to Richmond transferred 
to the 18th, so I had 4 uncles in one mess .. .ln the spring of 
63 Uncle John and Uncle Dailey were captured in battle, 
but it was not known what had become of them. Uncle 
John was sent to prison at Union, New York. Uncle Dailey 
to the notorious Camp Chase, Ohio. 

Archie's letter had some facts mixed up about what 
happened to David. The following will set the record 
straight, and is a true account of what happened to David 
based on official records of the Civil War and other written 
material available on the war. 

BenT. Richie also joined with David on the same day, 
and the same Company K, 18th Regiment. Ben became 
David's brother-in-law in 1869. Ben was twenty-five years 
old, five foot nine inches tall, florid complexion, blue eyes 
and light hair. Ben was wounded and discharged. James 
A. Richey, from Calhoun, Tennessee joined Company E, 18th 
Regiment 14 November 1861, and he was captured with 
David at Cold Harbor in 1864. No known connection to him 
and the Alfred N. Richie family has been found. 

The regiment with David and Ben was sent from Camp 
Brown, near Marietta, Georgia, to Camp McDonald in 
Savannah, Georgia for training. The regiment was placed 
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The Southern Family 

under command of General W. Phillips and combined with 
Boyd's Regiment and Stovall's Battalion. Mter completing 
training, the regiment left for Virginia, 2 August 1861, 
arriving 6 August. ' 290 When the regiment reached 
Richmond, they marched down the streets of the City to 
patriotic songs played by a brass band. They were 
overloaded with equipment and supplies. When they began 
to march to battle in the spring, however, they "lost" much 
of the extra weight. 

The regiment was stationed at Camp Winder on the York 
River five miles east of Richmond, until October 1861, while 
it underwent further training. By Special Order No. 206, the 
regiment was assigned to General Joseph E. Johnston's 
Army on 5 November 1861. The 18th Georgia Regiment was 
assigned to the Texas Brigade, under the command of 
Colonel Lewis L. Wigfall, on 12 November 1861. The Brigade 
consisted of the 1st Texas Infantry Regiment, the 4th Texas 
Regiment, commanded by John Bell Hood, the Sh Texas 
Regiment, under J. J. Archer and the 5th Alabama Battalion 
Infantry. On 21 November 1861, the Regiment boarded a 
train to Fredericksburg, from where it march the next 33 
miles to Dunferies, Virginia, on the Potomac River. 

The Texas Brigade was stationed south of the Village of 
Occoquan at the fork ofTelegraph and Brentsville Roads, on 
Occoquan Creek that runs into the Potomac River. The 
brigade was deployed along a 10 mile line to the River. 
Quarters were constructed by placing tents on dirt or 
wooden floors with a chimney attached. The tents were 
comfortable for the winter. Discipline was maintained 
strictly with lights out by 10 o'clock. 

When they first arrived, the men of the 18th Georgia and 
4th Texas Regiments worked digging gun emplacements for 
artillery batteries to help blockade the Potomac River. The 
location was just north of the present day Quantico Marine 
base. The 4th Texas was commanded by Colonel Hood who 
later became a General, commanding the defense of Atlanta. 

Hood was an excellent trainer of men. He drilled, 
marched and drilled his men, day after day, from December 
1861 to late March 1862. He maintained strict discipline. 
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When John Hood became a division commander in 1863, 
many historians think he trained and commanded the best 
combat troops in Lee's Army. He was only 32 years of age. 
David and John Ford, Ben and James Richie and later John 
Ford were among these troops. It was this training that 
made his Brigade "The Flower of Lee's Army." 

The commander of the Brigade was Brigadier General 
Lewis T. Wigfall from Texas who also commanded the 1st 
Texas. Colonel John Hood commanded the 4th Texas. "The 
Bloody Fifth" was commanded by Colonel James J. Archer. 
Hood soon command both regiments. The 18th was 
commanded by Colonel Wofford and Wade Hampton 
commanded his Legions. 

At Richmond, the Brigade was ravaged by diarrhea, 
mumps, pneumonia, measles and lice. At one time, less 
than one third of all soldiers were reported fit for duty. The 
winter in northern Virginia was severe on the southern men 
ill-prepared for the cold. During the winter, recruiting drives 
back home brought new men. 

Vegetables were scarce in winter quarters. Sometimes 
supplies, such as fresh meat, were not delivered due to bad 
weather and impassible roads. Foraging for food became 
common place. One farmer complained bitterly that 
members of the Texas Brigade liberated his chickens, eggs 
and hogs. 

During the winter, the river and streams froze solid 
enough for men to walk on them. Members of the Brigade 
walked out on the river and exchanged items and talked to 
Federal soldiers from New York. They met each othr again 
in the Battle at Manassas in the fall. They taunted each 
other as to how much damage they would do to one other in 
future battles. When it did happen, at the Second Battle of 
Bull Run, the Texas Brigade distroyed the New York 
regiment .. 

In November 1861, George B. McClellan replaced 
Winfield Scott as General-in-Chief of the Army of the 
Potomac. He began to build and train a new Army of the 
Potomac near Washington, D.C. Eight months passed 
before he was ready to march on Richmond. 
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The Southern Family 

In November, Savannah, Georgia, attempted to get the 
18th Regiment reassigned from Virginia to defend the City 
from an expected Union attack. But, the regiment stayed in 
Virginia. It was going to be needed for the upcoming defense 
of Richmond. 

The Confederate soldiers were initially issued a 58-
caliber smooth bore musket. It was only accurate up to 7 5-
100 yards. As soon as they could, soldiers picked up from 
the battlefield, the new Enfield or Springfield rifle issued to 
the Union forces, a 58-caliber rifle barrel gun. It was 
accurate up to 250 yards or more in the hands of a good 
shot. A good soldier could load the rifle two to three times 
a minute. Each soldier was issued ammunition the night 
before a battle, usually 40 cartridges. A cartridge consisted 
of black power and a bullet wrapped in paper. It took 9 
steps to load and fire. Troops were not permitted to carry 
loaded rifles while marching. 

The reason can be seen from a newspaper account 
published in Switzerland County, Indiana, 20 June 1861: 

A man in the Rising Sun company by the name of 
Charles Degner was accidentally killed yesterday 
evening. The company had started on foot from Grafton 
(Va.) and the roads being muddy and very slippery one 
of the boys slipped down and his gun went off. The ball 
took effect in thigh, injuring main artery, from which he 
died in a few minutes. 

This practice almost cost General John B. Hood his life, 
as we shall later see. 

In November 1861, General Joseph E. Johnson gave 
Stonewall Jackson command of the Army of The 
[Shenandoah] Valley at Winchester. Except for Stonewall 
Jackson in the valley, neither North or South did much 
fighting during the winter of 1861/2. The 1sth Georgia 
Regiment was not involved in any combat during 1861. 
Most of their time was spent in training and trying to secure 
enough food. But all that changed in 1862. 

The new year opened cold and bitter in northem 
Virginia. David and Ben had good duty with the 1 sth at the 
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Lower Occoquan. Training and constructing defense was 
hard, but there was time for card playing or church service, 
depending on your pleasure. Quarters were comfortable, 
fresh meat was available sometimes and the food was good 
when you could get it. It rained a lot and this made 
securing supplies difficult. General Whiting complained 
about this to the Secretary of War: 

To maintain this force provisions and forage had to be 
hauled over the worst kind of roads in no case less than 
16 miles, and to many of the regiments a distance of 30 
to 40. Regimental and brigade teams had during the 
whole winter been in constant requisition to maintain 
even the daily supply, which exhausting labor had 
greatly weakened them. I had finally to resort to pack
mules, and often to half rations, on account of the 
roads. 

Some newspaper accounts appeared of local citizens 
complaining that men of the 18th Georgia Regiment and 
others from Hood's Texas brigade had stolen food, animals 
and some private items. Men have to be fed. Soldiers soon 
learn to scrounge for what they needed. 

General McClellan began moving 121,500 men to 
Virginia in early March 1862. General Wigfall was elected to 
the Confederate Senate in February, and resigned in early 
March. Colonel John B. Hood was promoted to Brigadier 
General and made commander of the Texas Brigade. 

Captain Frank M. Ford commanded Company H, 18th 
Regiment, but he is of no relationship. Captain Ford rose to 
the rank of Lieutenant Colonel and became regimental 
commander when Colonel S. Z. Ruff was killed in 1864. 
Ruff replaced Wofford as regimental commander when 
Wofford became the general commanding the Brigade, after 
Hood took command of the Division. But, all that was yet to 
come. 

Whiting's Division, with Hood's Texas Brigade and the 
18th Georgia Regiment, moved from the Lower Occoquan and 
Dumfries area to Fredericksburg, 7 March 1862. General 
Johnson was ordered to Richmond with two divisions 12 
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April. He arrived with Generals C. W. Smith and James T. 
Longstreet. 

A great amount of supplies were left behind in 
Manassas. and burned. Soldiers in winter quarters 
accumulated many personal items kept in large trunks. 
Many of these personal trunks were also destroyed. They 
could not take the trunks with them on the march south. It 
was difficult to move over the muddy roads. The roadside 
was littered for miles the first day with blankets, clothing 
and anything else to lighten the weight each man carried. 

McClellan began to move his forces from Fort Monroe to 
Yorktown, 5 April 1862, and the siege began. David's 
brothers, William Follett Ford and Jesse Stanley Ford, were 
in the 35th Georgia Infantry Regiment fighting with Magruder 
at Yorktown. David Ford and Ben Richie were with General 
G. W. Smith's Division in Hood's Texas Brigade. They were 
sent from Fredericksburg to Yorktown on the peninsula in 
late April, and were put under the command of General 
Magruder for a short time. The Ford brothers fought in the 
same battles for a while.· Dave and Ben were about to taste 
their first fear in battle and the sorrow of war, its pain and 
death. 

Magruder had fortified his front with a wall of dirt 
stretching a long way. The ditch behind it was full of water . 
Any foolish thoughts that the invaders were cowards were 
soon forgotten when they came over the levee 2 May 1862. 
Some of the soldiers broke and ran to the rear before being 
stopped, and regrouping to stand and fight. Mter about 
fifteen minutes of fighting in the woods, the Yankees 
withdrew. 

The Confederates abandoned Yorktown 4 May, and the 
siege was broken. Confederates began to withdraw back 
toward Richmond under heavy shelling by artillery. A lot of 
rifle practice was had by both sides, but with little damage 
done to each other. 

The soldiers were troubled with what was called Camp 
diarrhea. There was no known cure,except that with the 
first taste of battle, the affliction left them and affected a 
cure. There were plenty of rations, but few fresh vegetables 
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except wild onions. A heavy meal of boiled bacon and wild 
onions will " ... satisfy one's craving for vegetables for 
sometime." 

Understanding of sanitation needs was lacking, and 
cooks prepared food in the same large pots used to wash 
clothes, after which it would be covered with a soap film. 
Soldiers did not know the need to boil swamp water before 
drinking. As a result, more soldiers were lost to sickness 
than to battle. 

The Texas Brigade was reassigned to Longstreet's 
Division, after the General fought a battle around the old 
capital of Williamsburg, Virginia, 5 May 1862. But, Smith's 
Division, with Hood's Brigade, was held in reserve and did 
not fight. At daybreak of the 5th, the retreat continued from 
Williamsburg toward Richmond, through deep mud and in 
heavy rains. Hunger pangs troubled the men more than the 
Yankees. Only a handful of parched com or a pint of com 
meal was available at times. The ground was so wet it was 
necessary in order to sleep to cover the ground with limbs, 
branches or brush on which to spread the soldier's blanket. 

The Brigade and the 18th Georgia Regiment fought its 
first major battle 7 May 1862 when, with another brigade, it 
engaged two Federal divisions at Etham's Landing. 
McClellan moved two divisions up the James River to point 
in front of the Confederate's retreat. General Franklin's 
Division was taken from Yorktown by transport to the mouth 
the Pamunkey River at Etham's Landing. They were 
protected by heavy guns of the Union Navy. Franklin was 
joined by General Sedgwich's Division and advanced to meet 
General Whiting's Confederate division. A part of Wade 
Hampton's Brigade and all of Hood's Brigade rushed to its 
first big fight. Hood pushed his troops so fast that they 
reached the Federals before they had loaded their guns. 

Hood had previously given orders that his soldier's guns 
were not to be loaded less they shoot someone during the 
march or fire prematurely in their first fight. This almost 
cost Hood his life when he rushed the 4th Texas Regiment 
into a Union encampment. He later wrote: 
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The Federal immediately opened fire, but halted as they 
perceived our long line in rear. Meanwhile a corporal of 
the enemy drew down his musket upon me as I stood in 
front of my line. John Deal, a private in Company "A," 
Fourth Texas Regiment...had fortunately, in this instant, 
but contrary to orders, charged his rifle before leaving 
camp; he instantly killed the corporal, who fell within a 
few feet of me .. .The brigade then gallantly advanced, 
and drove the Federal .... 

Mter two hours of fighting, the Federals were forced 
back to the protection of their navy's guns. Months of 
training paid off for the 18th Regiment. David and Ben had 
waited a year to fight, but their regiment was held in reserve 
by General Whiting. Their first fight was easy on them and 
their victo:ry opened the road for Magruder's Division, with 
Bill and Jesse Ford, to march toward Richmond. Losses 
were only slight. General Joseph E. Johnson later wrote 
that the two brigades sustained a trifling loss in killed and 
wounded. If statements published in the northern press 
were accurate, Union losses were 10 times more. The Texas 
Brigade losses were 8 killed and 28 wounded. Hampton's 
Brigade had 12 men wounded. There were 46 Union 
prisoners taken and sent to Richmond. 

Skirmishing and moving for position took up the next 
three weeks. The three Ford brothers and the two Richie 
boys were fought in the same battles for the next two 
months, fighting sometimes in the same part of the battles. 

A major problem was lice. The men lacked any chance 
to bathe or change clothing for three weeks. When the lice 
got so thick a man could not bear it, he would make a small 
fire of straw or leaves and hold his garments over the blaze. 
The heat would cause the lice to drop off and burned. If one 
was covered with really big lice, they would pop like popcorn 
in the fire. 

The Battle of Seven Pines began at 1:00 p.m. on 31 May. 
The Confederate Commanding General was Joseph E. 
Johnson, who traveled with Hood's Brigade as they moved 
up the Williamsburg Road. Skirmishes occurred along the 
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road, but Hood's Texas Brigade was never engaged in direct 
fighting. At seven o'clock at night, General Johnson ordered 
his troops to sleep on their lines of march and to be ready to 
move again in the morning. 

At seven thirty, General Johnson was hit by a rifle-ball. 
A few minutes later, a fragment of an exploding shell 
knocked him off his horse. He was carried from the field, 
severely wounded. His command temporarily fell to General 
Smith, until General Robert E. Lee arrived to take command 
of what would become known as the Army of Northern 
Virginia. Lee called a meeting to assess his commanding 
officers and then made changes. 

The losses along the Williamsburg Road were 3,515 
Confederates, while Federal losses were 4,563. Fighting in 
the thick pines along the road caused the brigades to 
become mixed up. When the battle was over, it took some 
time to get the regiments back to their proper commands or 
for soldiers to find their regiments-both North and South. 

General Lee broke up the five brigades of Whiting's 
Division. Whiting lost three of his brigades, but was 
permitted to select two. He chose his brigade and Hood's 
Brigade. Lee sent Whiting as a ruse to help Jackson in the 
Shenandoah Valley. The Brigade marched to Richmond and 
boarded trains. They were glad to leave the fighting on the 
peninsula, but they were apprehensive about what was to 
come. There was much talk about the break-up of the 
division and why Lee was not impressed with the 
temperament of their General. 

David rode a train to Lynchburg on flat cars. One 
train's engine brakes failed. The flat cars crowded with men 
raced down a long grade at high speed to the bottom of a 
hill. The men hung on for their lives and grew fearful as the 
train pickup speed, until it reached level ground. 
Fortunately, no one was hurt. At Lynchburg, they loaded 
into box cars for the trip to Charlottesville. On the way, men 
were on top of the box cars when the train went through a 
long tunnel with a low roof. Two men were hurt, one broke 
his leg. 
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The Brigade was quartered for a time in Charlottesville. 
The 5th Texas Regiment was quartered at the University of 
Virginia. Later, the men liked to say they had been, 
"through the University of Virginia." From there, they went 
to Staunton, Virginia. On 10 June, after the Battle of Port 
Republic, Stonewall Jackson found General Whiting had 
moved his division of two brigades from the peninsula to 
Staunton, with plans to reinforce him. Jackson was 
unaware of Lee's plan, and would not tell Whiting anything 
of his own plans. Jackson ordered him to move, by rail, to 
Gordonsville at once and back to the peninsula. General 
Whiting was irritated at Jackson's secrecy. 

On 17 June, Stonewall Jackson began rushing his army, 
which now included David's regiment, from the Shenandoah 
Valley to northeast of Richmond to meet the threat of 
McClellan's Peninsula Campaign. Jackson marched a 
column of Union prisoners ahead of his column of troops. 
The Union soldiers were turned over to the authorities in 
Richmond. On 20 June, skirmishes started near New 
Bridge. Fighting was light on the 21st, on the 
Chickahominy River near Richmond. 

Lee devised a bold gamble. He split his army. He 
shifted the bulk of his army from McClellan's front and 
added them to Jackson's forces, to attack McClellan's 
exposed right flank on the north side of the line of battle. 
Jackson, with Whiting's and Hood's Brigade, moved to 
Gordonsville from Staunton, then down the peninsula to hit 
McClellan on his right flank. The Chickahominy River was 
swollen from the rain. The river divided McClellan's Army. 

The Seven Days' Battle began 25 June, and heavy 
fighting occurred at the Battle of Mechanicsville on the 26th, 
with attacks on Union General Fitz John Porter. Lee's 
attacks were futile, but that night, McClellan's Army began 
to fall back. Stonewall Jackson attacked Porter again in the 
Battle of Gaines's Mill (the First Battle of Cold Harbor) on 
the 27th. The Confederates attacked in the afternoon, 
across dense forests , swamps, fields and ravines, against a 
strong Union position. Whiting's two brigades marched, 
abreast formed in two lines of about 2,000 men each. 
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The Battle of Gaines's Mill (Cold Harbor) was viewed 
from a Confederate balloon by a Charles Cevor of Savannah. 
He was a well known aeronaut. A letter he wrote about his 
adventure was published in the Daily Republican 4 July 
1862: 

I am in a good field of operations now. I have been 
extremely successful here with the balloon. The fight 
commenced at daybreak yesterday morning, and I was 
suspended over the field all day and witnessed such 
sights as I never saw before. The fight for miles was 
desperate, but our gallant army drove them back 
steadily with immense slaughter. Stonewall's attack was 
sublime. I could see him and his brave band when they 
struck the enemy's lines, and dreadful was the shock 
produced. Lawton's brigade gallantly charged a 
battery, but didn't carry it. The Texas brigade, to which 
the 18th Georgia regiment is attached, succeeded in 
taking it-since which the enemy has been kept in motion 
toward Washington. The 18th Georgia was engaged 
again and suffered badly ... The Yankee prisoners are 
coming in continually ... 

General Lee asked Hood to attack the Union's left and to 
dislodge the enemy. "This must be done," he said. Hood 
formed his battle line regiment by regiment, and began to 
march the eight hundred yards to the Yankees. David and 
his regiment were put in an open field, marching under a 
constantly increasing rain of shot and shell. Their ranks 
were thinned with almost every step. When they arrived at 
a bald ridge, within about one hundred and fifty yards from 
the Union breastworks, Union cannon fire was deadly 
effective. The Brigade rushed forward with fixed bayonets 
and charged without firing a shot. They rushed up the hill 
and over the breastworks. The Federal troops, panic
stricken, ran for their lives to the rear. 

The 18th Georgia and the 4th Texas Regiments captured 
114 artillery pieces, and the 5th Texas captured almost a full 
Union regiment. By the 28th, McClellan's forces were in 
retreat. General Hood later wrote of the battle: 
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At this point rations and ammunition were issued to the 
troops, and, the morning of the 26th, I march with my 
Brigade in a southeasterly direction toward Cold Harbor. 
as the advanced guard of Jackson's forces. We soon 
came in contact with the Federal outposts, whom we 
drove rapidly to and across Tottapotamoi creek, a 
sluggish stream. with banks steep and densely wooded 
on either side. Here I discovered the bridge on fire, and 
the enemy busily engaged felling trees to check our 
advance beyond: thereupon, Peiley's battery was 
placed in position, and opened fire. whilst we continued 
to push forward our skirmish line. The Federal finally 
retreated in such haste that they left their axes in the 
trees. 

The 18th Regiment reported 114 killed and 128 wounded 
at Gaines's Mill, also known as the First Battle of Cold 
Harbor. David Ford was slightly wounded in the breast and 
leg. He went to Chimborazo Hospital in Richmond. Cold 
Harbor would again prove to be an unlucky place for David 
D. Ford, and one of the Richies, after two more years of hard 
fighting. 

Mter the battle, one Georgian wrote his father: 
I felt quite small in that fight the other day when the 
musket balls and cannon balls was flying around me as 
thick as hail and my best friends falling on both sides 
dead and mortally wounded. Oh Dear it is impossible for 
me to express my feeling when the fight was over and I 
saw what was done. The tears came free. Oh that I 
never could behold such a sight again to think of it 
among civilized people killing one another like beasts. 
One would think that the supreme ruler would put a stop 
to it. But we sinned as a nation and must suffer in the 
flesh as well as spiritually those things we can't account 
for. 

A Texan in the 4th Texas Regiment wrote his wife: 
Yesterday evening we was [sic] in one of the hardest 
fought battles ever known ... I don't think the Regt could 
muster this morning over 150 or 200 men and there were 
530 yesterday went into the engagement ... I got some of 
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the men from the 5th Regt to go and look up our 
wounded ... On going round the battlefield with a candle 
searching for my friends I could hear on all sides the 
dreadful groans of the wounded and their heart piercing 
cries for water and assistance. Friend and foes all 
together ... 

Ben Richie was wounded in the chest and in the hand 
so severely at Gains' Mill 27 June 1862, that he was 
permanently disabled. He was admitted to the Chimborazo 
Hospital No. 1, in Richmond on 30 June. He was given a 
furlough of 30 days. He was discharged 17 April 1863 
because of his wounds. 

Of the battle, General Hood wrote: 
My line was established and moved forward regiment by 
regiment. when I discovered as the disposition of the 
Eighteenth Georgia was completed, an open field a little 
to its right...Onward we marched under a constantly 
increasing shower of shot and shell. whilst to our right 
could be seen some of our troops making their way to 
the rear. and others lying down beneath a hailing fire. 
Our ranks were thinned at almost every step forward .... 

The next morning, sunrise revealed the dead littering the 
fields. The landscape of broken trees and burned thickets 
was a desolate scene. Many of the dead were from Hood's 
Texas Brigade and the 18th Georgia Regiment. General 
Jackson rode over the fields and said, "The men who carried 
this position were soldiers indeed." Later in the day he said, 
"Yesterday was the most terrific fire of musketry I ever 
heard." General Jackson, in his battle report, wrote that in 
the charge upward a thousand men fell, killed or wounded. 

The Battle of White Oaks Swamp was fought 30 June. 
This battle made it clear that Richmond was saved from 
McClellan's Union Army. David and Ben did not participate. 
The Seven Days' Campaign ended east of Richmond on 1 
July. McClellan could not take Richmond, despite his 
superior numbers. He was forced to withdraw. Stonewall 
Jackson marched in the direction of Culpeper Court House 
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and the Shenandoah Valley, leaving Hoods Texas Brigade 
with General James T. Longstreet's Corp. 

The brigade rested along the Mechanicsville Pike, three 
miles east of Richmond. Mail from home and fresh food and 
clothing arrived. Soon the camp was filled with supplies and 
each soldier had a new, clean uniform and a new pair of 
shoes. Almost everyone had been barefoot. The men were 
given passes to go into town. Those who went to Richmond 
without a pass or were charged with disorderly conduct were 
put in the guardhouse. Some men roamed the country side, 
gathering roasting ears of com and ripe huckleberries. 
From cows in the area, they got milk for cream to add to the 
berries. It took the milkmaids awhile to figure out why their 
cows were dry. If a man did not have any tobacco, he raided 
the farmer's drying sheds for leaves to roll into a plug. 

A short distance from the camp was a toll booth on the 
Pike. Great numbers of huckster cars and wagons passed 
into the city. All along the road, soldiers could be seen 
laying down, walking or playing and watching all the road 
traffic. The men had great fun liberating hucksters' goods, 
until they caught on. 

The Confederate regiments were very weak from the 
losses of recent battles. Brigades were no larger than full 
battalions, and the Commanders of regiments were happy if 
they could muster 220 rifles. Replacements were hard to 
find. 

David's brother John arrived with other fresh recruits 
from Georgia. These would be the last replacements to 
arrive for the 18th Georgia Infantry Regiment, as the war 
would take its toll, and the State of Georgia would need its 
sons to defend itself. 

The regiment lost 130 men to sickness its first year in 
Virginia, fighting in General Longstreet's Corp in the Texas 
Brigade commanded by General John Bell Hood. The lath 
Georgia Regiment was known as the "Third Texas Regiment." 
One historian wrote after the war that Hood's Brigade was 
"The Flower of Lee's Army." 
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Two weeks after John left Georgia, his wife Arminda 
Adeline died 20 July 1862, leaving Perley and Susannah to 
care for the four motherless children.'291 

John Gallman Ford joined his brothers in Richmond, 
Virginia, where David was recovering from his slight wounds 
and Bill was in the hospital. In late August they learned of 
the death of their brothers Jesse Stanley Ford in Georgia 
and William Follet Ford in Richmond. David and John 
asked the doctor at the hospital how Bill came to die when 
he was not wounded. The doctor told them after all the 
holes were shot through his clothing, Bill just died of 
homesickness. Today, we call it being shell shocked. 

In Virginia, Lee began to move his Army north in late 
August. General Hood led Longstreet's rush from the 
Rappahannock. Hood began his march at 2 o'clock p.m., on 
26 August. The rain fell in torrents and soaked everyone to 
the skin. His Texas brigade had a hymn that they sang, a 
part of which went: 

The race is not to him that's got 
The longest legs to run, 

Nor the Battle to those people 
That shoot the biggest gun. 

On the way to Thoroughfare Gap, General Hood came 
upon a scout pointing north to Middleburg, saying, "Come 
this way General." The scout told Hood that Thoroughfare 
Gap was too heavily fortified, and that Jackson had turned 
north and Hood was to follow. General Hood became 
suspicious, and after several questions, declared the man a 
spy. A drumhead courts martial on the spot convicted the 
man and sentenced him to be hung from a tree. Before the 
horse was taken from under him, he identified himself as a 
Union soldier from Loudoun County, Virginia. Hood's 
column marched on. 

David and John marched in the dark until about 2 a.m. 
the morning of 28 August. The regiment stopped on the side 
of a hill covered by dense woods. There they bivouac on the 
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slope. The tired men dropped down in a line and soon fell 
asleep. 

In the darkness at the top of the hill, some officers 
dismounted and overturned an empty barrel, used by 
cavalrymen to feed forage to the horses. Just as the barrel 
began to roll down the hill, a horse used to cany kettles, tin 
cups and frying pans ran up the hill making a rattling noise. 

Among the quit sleeping men, someone gave the alarm. 
Those who had fought so bravely two months before at Cold 
Harbor jumped to their feet and ran down the hill a few 
hundred yards, without their guns, before they came to their 
senses. They laughed all the way back to their rifles. The 
incident was the origin of the brigade song, which began, 
"The old Gray Mare came tearing out o' the Wilderness." 

John saw his first fighting with David and the lath 
Georgia Infantry Regiment at Thoroughfare Gap, five miles 
west of Manassas. A battle was fought 28 August 1862, 
driving the Union forces back and clearing the road to 
Manassas, Virginia. On August 30, David and John helped 
to beat the Yankees in the "Second Battle of Manassas," also 
known as the "Second Battle of Bull Run." 

The Second Battle of Bull Run began early on Friday, 29 
August 1862. About noon, Dave and John and the brigade 
moved across the Warrenton Pike. They arrived in time to 
keep Jackson's men from being overwhelmed. Longstreet 
and Jackson's forces formed a wedge across the pike. When 
the Federals made a frontal attack on Jackson, the vice 
closed . 

The fighting was sever and prolonged. Longstreet 
delayed his attack until the late afternoon, when Hood was 
ordered to make a reconnaissance in force. Soon they ran 
into an advancing Union column. The vigor of the attack all 
along the Pike by Hood's units pushing retreating Federals 
back until9 o'clock p.m. with great losses. Only darkness 
stopped Hood's attack that was led by the 5th Texas and 18th 
Georgia Regiments. They captured three stands of Union 
colors, 100 prisoners and several artillery pieces. 

The Brigade camped in a deep ravine that night. 
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Pope was misinformed about the state of the battle. By 
the morning of the 30th, he thought the Confederates were 
defeated and retreating westerly toward the mountains. 
General Hood told Lee the Union position at his front was 
too strong to attack, so Lee withdrew Hood's troops on the 
29th to their original lines east of the Warenton Pike. This 
action caused Pope to misunderstand the situation. August 
30 dawned hot and dry. The dry grass caught fire from the 
fighting and white smoke rose into a bright blue sky. Hood's 
Brigade was idle until 4 o'clock p.m. while Jackson fought 
against desperate Union attacks. Then Hood was ordered to 
attack. 

Jackson began moving his forces to the West before he 
tuned north toward Fairfax Courthouse. Longstreet's Corps 
advanced along the Pike through thickets and the open 
fields. Hood's Brigade charged on the run and across a 
small creek going up a hill to where it was swept with shell 
and canister for four Union guns. Hood ordered his 
exhausted men to halt and to rest. They were relieved. The 
sth Texas suffered so much loss that it would be known as 
"The Bloody Fifth." Out of 800 men, 600 were casualities. 
Remnants of the 5th mingles with our Georgia boys. 

At the Second Battle of Manassas, the Confederates 
captured a few hundred prisoners and a large amount of 
supplies, ending in a Confederate victory. The Union 
Generals were discredited. McClellan was not really willing 
to advance his forces soon enough to support his rival Pope. 
He did not arrive in time to help Pope as he was ordered. 
General Pope maneuvered his forces badly. Longstreet and 
Jackson, although badly outnumbered, had carried the day. 

Pope was relieved of command of the Army of the 
Potomac. He was placed in charge of the 3m Minnesota 
Infantry Regiment and sent to North Dakota to put down a 
Sioux Indian uprising. The entire 3m Minnesota Regiment 
had been captured in Tennessee by Confederate General 
Nathan Bedford Forrest's Cavalry. 

General Lee decided to invade the North. David and 
John crossed the Potomac River, 5 September 1862, and 
helped occupy Frederick, Maryland. Lee split his forces, 
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planning to attack Harpers Ferry, Virginia, and invade 
Pennsylvania, capturing its capital, Harrisburg. 

McClellan moved Union troops to Frederick from 
Washington, DC, and found Lee's battle plan. Lee went 
north with the Texas Brigade under the command of Colonel 
W. T. Wofford of Bartow County, Georgia. General Hood was 
in command of a division. They got as far north as 
Hagerstown, Maryland, before rushing back south to defend 
against the approaching Union Army. 

David and John Ford did a lot of hard marching and 
then fought on 14 September at Fox's Gap, in the "Battle of 
South Mountain." They rushed 15 miles then into battle 
without rest. Many Confederates went without any shoes or 
food. 

The next day, the Texas Brigade was the army's rear 
guard, as Lee moved his forces from South Mountain to the 
town of Sharpsburg, Maryland. They slept that night at the 
Sharpsbury cemetery, with little to eat. The next morning, 
they moved to near the Dunkard church. It began to rain 
about 9 o'clock the evening of 16 September. For most 
Confederates, spirits were high in spite of the rain, but not 
those of the Texas Brigade. 

Hood's Division was near collapse. They were in need of 
shoes, food and rest. Coffee and a half ration of beef was all 
they had to eat for the past three days. They were tired and 
they were hungry. General Hood knew he had to do 
something. He went to Lee's headquarters and requested 
permission to take his men out of the line for a hot meal. 
Hood felt it was necessary they have some food if they were 
expected to fight the next day. Lee reluctantly agreed, 
though he lacked troops to replace them in the line that 
night. Lee suggested that Hood see Stonewall Jackson 
about stretching his troops to take up the slack. 

Jackson did not want to agree, but he was willing to 
change his mind, if Hood would agree that he would drop 
everything the moment he was called to the front by 
Jackson. The next day, General Jackson would be very glad 
he had agreed to the deal the night before with Hood, for 
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Jackson was going to need "The Flower of Lee's Army" to 
save the day. 

About 10 o'clock p.m. 16 September, Hood's Division, 
some 2,400 indispensable men, silently moved from the line 
to the grounds around the Dunkard Church. They were fed 
a good but cold meal and got some rest. They were going to 
need it. Dave and John talked little because they were tired. 
They wrapped their blankets around themselves, on the 
ground with their rifles, and they went to sleep as soon as 
they could, but with a full stomach for the first time in three 
days. 

The Battle of Antietam (also known as the Battle of 
Sharpsburg was the bloodiest one days' battle ever fought, 
with over 26,000 casualities. David and John Ford were 
both wounded in the fighting in the "cornfield" the morning 
of 17 September, 1862. The rain stopped by the early 
morning of the 17th. Federal troops began cannon fire 
about 3 o'clock a.m. At daylight David Ford could see heavy 
overcast skies and a foggy mist covering the fields. 
Movement among the North and East trees could be seen 
and the big Federal guns started to pound the Confederate 
positions. The ground shook. 

The Union attack was aimed at the Dunkard Church, on 
the road 1,000 yards to the south, across a cornfield. In a 
matter of only three hours, three attacks by Union forces 
were launched by three Union Corps. The cornfield changed 
hands 17 times. Attacks and counter-attacks swept back 
and forth across the cornfield. The smoke, fire, noise and 
death were tremendous. A war correspondent said the 
volleys of musketry were like, "the rolling of a thousand 
distant drums." 

When the battle started, General Hood moved his 
division, with the reinforced Texas Brigade, north of the 
Dunkard church to the West Woods, and waited for their 
first hot meal in days; but Jackson would send for them 
before the meal arrived. By 7 o'clock, Jackson needed Hood 
and called for him to attack the Union forces which had 
advanced beyond the cornfield. From the West woods, 
Hood's division, angry because they did not have time for 
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their first hot meal in days, came storming across the 
meadow and drove the Yankees back into the comfield. 

Hood's 1st Texas Regiment was cut to pieces by a 
Pennsylvania division that was held in reserve along the 
north edge of the comfield, when the Texans charged 
recklessly in pursuit. In 20 minutes, the 1st Texas lost 82 
percent of its men. 

At the same time, a part of the 18th Georgia Regiment 
was on the westem edge of the comfield, along the post-and
rail fence along the Hagerstown Tumpike. Fierce fighting 
ensued when they attempted to dislodge a Union foothold in 
the West Woods. 

The Yankees poured murderous cannon fire of canisters 
containing iron balls that produced the effect of a big 
shotgun blast. This stopped Hood's counter-attack. Rows of 
men went down with each blast. Dead men were later found 
piled on top of each other. 

Colonel W. T. Wofford, commanding Hood's Texas 
Brigade, wrote in his official report: 

Our brigade was moved forward, at sunrise, to the 
support of General Lawton .... Moving forward in line of 
battle in the regular order of regiments, the brigade 
proceeded through the woods in the open cornfield, 
where the left encountered the first line of the enemy. 
Seeing Hampton's Legion and Eighteenth Georgia 
moving slowly forward, but rapidly firing. I rode hastily to 
them, urging them forward, when I saw two full 
regiments, one in their front and the other partly to their 
left. Perceiving at once that they were in danger of 
being cut off, I ordered 4th First Texas to move by the left 
flank to their relief, which did in a rapid and gallant 
manner. By the time, the enemy on our left having 
commenced falling back, the First Texas pressed them 
rapidly to their guns, which now poured into them a fire 
on their right flank, center, and left flank from three 
different batters, before which their well formed line was 
cut down and scattered; being 200 yards in front of our 
line, their situation was most critical. Riding back to the 
left of our line, I found the fragment of the Eighteenth 
Georgia Regiment in front of the extreme right battery of 
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the enemy, located on the pike ..... which now opened 
upon our thinned ranks a most destructive fire. The men 
and officers were gallantly shooting down the gunners, 
and for a moment silenced them. At this time the 
enemy's fire was most terrific, their first line of infantry 
having been driven back to their guns, which now 
opened a furious fire, together with their second line of 
infantry, upon our thinned and almost annihilated 
ranks .... 

Lieutenant Colonel S. Z. Ruff commanded the 181
h 

Georgia Infantry Regiment. His official report said: 
About 7. a.m., the brigade was ordered to move forward 
in the direction of the firing. Advancing about a quarter 
of a mile through the timber, we came upon the enemy 
posted in front of a piece of corn, and immediately 
opened fire upon them. After one or two rounds they 
gave way, and fell back to a considerable distance in 
the corn. Advancing, with the left of the regiment resting 
on the right of the legion, which had its left upon the 
turnpike, we drove the enemy in fine style out of the 
corn, and back upon their supports. At the far edge of 
the corn, the ranks of the retreating line of enemy 
unmasked a battery, which poured a round or two of 
grape into our ranks with terrible effect; but it was soon 
silenced by our riflemen, and the gunners ran away. At 
this moment we discovered a fresh line of the enemy 
advancing on our left flank in an oblique direction, 
threatening to cut us off, and our ranks being reduced to 
less than one third their original strength, we found it 
necessary to fall back. At the edge of the woods we 
support and rallied on them a part of our men; but the 
regiment was too much cut up for further action, and in 
a short time, in connection with the whole brigade, was 
taken from the field. 

The Wofford's Texas Brigade went into the action with 
854 men. It had 560 killed, wounded, or missing, over one 
half. The 18th Regiment carried 176 men into battle and lost 
101 killed, wounded or missing John was seriously 
wounded and David was slightly hurt. When the fighting 
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ended, there were so many bodies in the comfield, one could 
walk across bodies without stepping on the ground. Every 
stalk of com was cut close to the ground, as if it were cut 
with a knife. 

On 18 September 1862, there was no fighting and the 
Confederate Army remained in its position and buried its 
dead. McClellan again demonstrated his reluctance to 
attack. That night, the Confederates crossed the Potomac 
River near Shepherdstown, Virginia, now West Virginia. 
Hood marched his division to a point north of Winchester. 
John rode in an ambulance wagon and went to the hospital 
in Richmond. David walked all the way to Culpeper, 
Virginia, where he leamed of the Ford farm which he 
thought was his grandfather Ford's place, as described in 
Archie's Letter. 

General Hood was promoted to Major General on 27 
September, and Wofford was promoted to General. The 
Confederate congress passed a law that it wanted units 
organized by states. As a consequence, the 18th Georgia 
Infantry Regiment and Hampton's Legion were moved from 
Hood's Texas Brigade to General T. R. R. Cobb's Georgia 
Brigade in General McLaws' Division. 

By early November, McClellan's was back in Virginia. 
His movements caused General Lee to withdraw for the 
Valley of the Shenandoah and to move to the Valley of the 
Rappahannock, halting in the vicinity of Culpeper Court 
House. Union General McClellan was replaced with General 
Bumside, because President Lincoln got tired of McClellan's 
unwillingness to fight. 

The next battle in which the Ford boys fought was at 
Fredericksburg, Virginia, 13 December 1862. They fought 
behind the "Stone Wall." Along the base of Macye's Heights 
runs a road that was flanked by a four foot high stone wall. 
Cobb's Georgia Brigade with its Georgia boys dug in deeper 
behind the wall, throwing the dirt in front for more 
protection. 

Union forces attacked along the entire front that 
aftemoon, but they were easily repulsed. The huge Union 
army was beaten and withdrew during the night. Lee did 
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not counter-attack. For David and John the battle was a 
little more complicated than the above statement indicates. 
The Union Second Corps made the initial assault on Marye's 
Hill. Union General French's Brigade lead the attack. At 
noon, Union forces moved out from the protection of the 
buildings of the City, and began the march across the open 
800 yards, to the wall at the base of the hill. 

Confederate guns on the heights began to take a 
frightful toll. As soon as they came within musket range, a 
sheet of flame greeted them from behind the four-foot wall. 
They drove within 125 paces before they were cut down by 
the hundreds. The first Union attack was repelled. 

Within an hour, two full divisions had sacrificed 
themselves on the stupidity of an incompetent Union Army 
commander. A stubborn Burnside, remembering that his 
delay at Antietam cost the Union a victory, could think of 
nothing other than pouring one division after another into 
the Confederate killing machine. Before the day was over, 
6,300 good Union soldiers were causalities, at the base of 
Marye's Hill. 

One Confederate could be heard shouting from behind 
the wall, "Come on you Yankees. We need them shoes and 
boots you are bringing us." 

A regiment of Irishmen charged the stone wall at about 
2 o'clock. Their green and gold battle flag could be seen from 
the top of the hill. Their first charge was broken. When the 
smoke cleared, the Irish Brigade rose and charged again, 
this time it got within sixty yards of the wall. All the bravery 
in the world could not cross to the wall. Of the 1, 400 
members of the Irish Brigade that took part in the attack, 
only 250 could answer the call to colors that night. 

At one time, there were three Confederate brigades and 
one additional regiment behind the wall. The ranks of men 
were four or five deep. The rear file was loading their rifles 
and passing them to the front ranks, so that the volleys by 
brigade were almost a constant flow of lead, flowing into the 
advancing Union men. 

David and John killed a lot that day. Their cheeks and 
chins were stained black from the powder, from biting off the 
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end of the cartridges to load their rifles. They could see the 
men they shot fall in front of them .. War takes on a deeper, 
personal meaning when you know that the man who just fell 
is the one you shot. They became numb, just loading, 
aiming and shooting. For the soldiers, killing became a 
mechanical act, with no feelings involved for the other side. 
Mter six hours of fighting, David and John laid down behind 
the wall and went to sleep, without eating. They needed rest 
and were very tired of all the killing. 

There was only 6,000 Confederate muskets and about 
20 cannons defending Marye's Heights against the 
onslaught of seven Federal divisions with more than 40,000 
men, killing 1,200, wounding 9,000 while only 570 
Confederates were killed and only 3,870 were wounded. Of 
the battle, Robert E. Lee said, "Never were men so brave!" 

David and John spent the winter in quarters at 
Fredericksburg, and next fought at the Battle of 
Chancellorsville, 1 May 1863. They fought up the north side 
of the turnpike. Stonewall Jackson was shot by his own 
men in the battle and died. Mter wining the battle, General 
Lee decided to invade the North a second time. 

David and John crossed the Potomac River 24-25 June 
1863, when both Longstreet's and A. P. ·Hill's Corps crossed 
the river, at different locations. 

Getting food was a problem. Many times it was bad 
beef and corn bread. The Georgia men took great pride in 
their ability to march under hard conditions and then beat 
the Yankees in a battle. Advance Confederate forces entered 
Gettysburg, Pennsylvania on Friday, 26 June 1863. Lee's 
army needed shoes and there was a shoe factory in the 
town. Confederates advanced on Gettysburg from the 
northwest only for the purpose of securing shoes. Union 
forces moved up from the south to engage Lee. 

Longstreet's troops arrived the evening of the first day. 
David and John fought at the Peach Orchard and Wheat 
Field on the second day of the battle, 2 July 1863. They 
were the troops just to the south of the now famous 
"Pickets' Charge," 3 July, which was the high water mark of 
the Confederacy. But it took two more long, hard years of 
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fighting for the rebellion to die. Mter the defeat at 
Gettysburg, the Confederates returned to Virginia. Mter 
resting 4 July, Lee began withdrawing to Virginia. The 
wagon train of wounded was seventeen miles long. 

At a conference in Richmond, 9 September 1863, Lee 
decided to detach two divisions of Longstreet's First Corps 
and rush to the support of General Bragg's Army in 
Tennessee. McLaws Division, containing David and John in 
the 18th Georgia Regiment, were a part of the move. They 
began moving immediately south then west by railroad. 

Because eastern Tennessee was held by Union forces, 
Longstreet's 12,000 men had to go by way of North Carolina 
and Atlanta to get to Bragg. They moved rapidly, considering 
the condition of southern railroads, but it was a long, ten 
day trip of 77 5 miles to complete the movement. The men 
began straggling into Atlanta 12 September. 

Even then not all the troops and guns arrived in time for 
the Battle of Chickamauga. It was the first time in history 
that an entire army was moved by railroad. David and John 
went through Atlanta, but did not have the opportunity see 
Perley. Wofford's Georgia Brigade did not arrive in time to 
fight. David and John did not get a chance to fight either. 

In the middle of October, Longstreet's Corp was sent to 
East Tennessee to meet the threat from another Union 
Army. David and John fought the night of 13 November 
1863, at the crossing of the Little Tennessee River. They 
then moved toward Knoxville, Tennessee, and on the 15th, 
reached the suburbs of the City, a little after noon. They 
deployed along Third Creek where they laid siege against 
Fort Sanders. 

On the night of the 24th, Union forces attacked the 
position of the 18th Georgia Infantry Regiment, breaking 
through but speedily driven back. After that, a fateful 
decision was made to attack Fort Sanders. The Fort had 
high walls and a deep ditch around three sides. On 29 
November 1863, the 18th Georgia Infantry Regiment led the 
attack and charged into the ditch. It was a disaster. The 
attack was repulsed with only twenty Union troops injured, 
but with 129 Confederates dead, 458 wounded and 226 
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The Southern Family 

captured. One of the Confederate men captured was John 
Gallman Ford. 

For John, the war was over. David D. Ford moved on to 
winter quarters in eastern Tennessee, after General 
Longstreet abandoned the siege of Knoxville, 3 December 
1863. As Longstreet pulled out of Knoxville, under pressure 
from Union reinforcements, he retreated eastward while 
skirmishes flared. 

Union forces harassed the withdrawal. The 18th Georgia 
Infantry Regiment covered the retreat. They piled fence rails 
in the road and burned them to slow down the Union troops 
which followed. Longstreet's Army spent the winter in east 
Tennessee in relative quiet. For the first time, David did not 
have a member of his family or in-laws with him during 
winter quarters. 

In April 1864, Longstreet began moving his army to 
Virginia to rejoin Lee. This also was a most fateful decision 
for David. Union General Burnside's Army was moved from 
east Tennessee to Virginia to help Grant fight Lee. The 
forces of Longstreet and Burnside met again, 4 May 1864, at 
Chancellorsville, in the Battle of the Wilderness. 

In the morning of 5 May, Longstreet attacked 
successfully, but the general was wounded by his men. He 
was out in front, leading his men when he was shot. In the 
afternoon, Longstreet's men were stopped in another attack 
of the Union's breastworks. Confederate bodies were piled 
as high as the breastworks which the Union troops had 
defended. The new union rifles took many lives, and the 
new repeating rifles passed their battle test. 

Lee beat Grant at almost every battle, but Grant did not 
do what the previous Union commanders had done after 
each battle. Grant did not withdraw to regroup, resupply 
and rest after a battle as other Union generals had done. 
Grant would kept pushing Lee by moving his army to Lee's 
southeast flank. He kept moving south toward Richmond. 
The armies moved south, fighting then moving. Each 
attacked, or defended and moved. Grant's tactics were 
brilliant, but Lee kept his army between him and Richmond. 
Grant needed a place to cross the James River. The stage 
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was set for the second "Battle of Cold Harbor" which would 
remove David from the war. 

Old Cold Harbor was a sleepy, quiet, dusty, wide place 
in the road. It became an important key to the road to 
Richmond. Both Lee and Grant recognized its significance. 
Union cavalry, under command of General Phil Sheridan, 
arrived 31 May 1864 to find Confederate horsemen, 
commanded by General Fitzhugh Lee, who was soon joined 
by a North Carolina Regiment under command of General 
Thomas Clingman in Hoke's Division. After a short battle, 
the Confederates were driven a half mile beyond the 
crossroads at Cold Harbor. 

On the morning of June first, Lee sent Kershaw's 
division to join Hoke's Division to attack. But the effort was 
inadequate, uncoordinated and it failed. General Sheridan's 
Union cavalry were equipped with the new repeating carbine 
rifles. Twice, foot soldiers attacked the cavalry and were 
pushed back by the new rapid-firing carbines. By 
midmorning, Union infantry relieved Sheridan's cavalry, but 
the Union infantry would not be ready to attack until 5 
o'clock in the evening. 

The Georgia soldiers easily held their own for most of the 
day after their attack failed. Two divisions of Confederate 
infantry formed a defensive line near the Cold Harbor road. 
Wofford's Brigade of Kershaw's Division included David's 
regiment. It was placed north of the road. His company's 
right flank was separated from the next brigade by a creek 
and a seventy-five yard wide gully of heavy brush. 
Confederate Major General Hoke did not feel the gully 
needed to be defended even though General Clingman later 
claimed he wanted it defended. That was a tragic decision 
for David Ford and James Richie. It is lucky that they were 
not killed. Many were. 

The union attack began about 5 o'clock in the afternoon 
across an open field. By 6 o'clock p.m., two Federal 
regiments found the undefended creek and funneled men 
into the gap. Their advance was covered by the thick brush 
on both sides of the creek. They circled undetected, behind 
the Georgia men on the northwest and the Carolina troops 

346 

to 1 

rar.: 
SUI 

bri; 
SUI 

tra: 
Wei 

18t 
18t 
oft 
oft 

Ch· 
fen 
un• 
cor: 
sto; 

em:: 
Slc; 

inn 

an• 
rei• 
Eb: 
Fee 
inc 
wa: 

mo 
to I 

Ric: 
the 
Ed: 
def: 
Det 



lid 

tee 
to 

:e. 
m, 
:n, 
ed 
ral 
le, 
he 

i7's 
as 
:t's 
ne 
=re 
3y 
ut 
5 

he 
_te 
d. 
l's 
r's 
~k 

h. 
ly 
er 
•n 
re 

•n 
a1 
:n 
;h 
td 
)S 

The Southern Family 

to the southeast. Union forces opened fire, at point blank 
range on the Confederates' backs. They were taken by 
surprise. The Federal penetration unhinged Wofford's 
brigade. Many of the Georgia men had no choice but 
surrender or die. 

David D. Ford and James A. Richie were captured and 
transported the next day to Point Lookout, Maryland. They 
were taken from there to Elmira, New York, arriving 11 June 
1864. The older Union prisons were very crowded. In May 
1864, Elmira was opened to relieve the pressure. It was one 
of the largest, housing over 12,000 Confederates by the end 
of the war. 

At first, the camp only had tents. Constructed near the 
Chumming River on forty acres, a sixteen foot stockade 
fence surrounded the camp. Attempts were made to tunnel 
under the fence. Fifteen escaped. Crude barracks were 
constructed by the winter and a few were equipped with 
stoves. 

A feud developed between the camp commander and the 
camp surgeon, resulting in bad conditions, causing high 
sickness and mortality rates. Over 3,000 of Elmira's 
inmates died in the prison's one year life. 

At war's end, J. A. Richie took the Oath of Allegiance 
and was released 7 July 1865, four days before David's 
release. David D. Ford took the Oath of Allegiance at 
Elmira, New York, 27 June 1865, and was released.'292 

Federal records describe him as blond complexion, 5 feet, 5 
inches tall, with blue eyes and red hair. David made his 
way back to Georgia and a devastated homeland. 

He learned of the northern family and the death of his 
mother from letters from John Gallman Ford who had gone 
to Indiana. David's father returned to Georgia in 1866. 

In 1867, David married the girl next door, Sarah E. 
Richie, the daughter of Alfred N. and Edna Richie, who was 
the first father-in-law of his brother George. Her mother 
Edna was a Cherokee Indian and her father was a 
descendant of a highlander Scotsman. Sarah was born in 
December 1849, and died 21 June 1910.'293 She is buried 
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with her husband in Lawrence Cove Cemetery in Morgan 
County. 

By 1868, the family experienced financial difficultly. 
David and Sarah, along with his father and brother and 
sister-in-law, moved to Morgan County, Alabama, to be near 
his brother, Thomas and sister Sarah Denson. David and 
George helped on the farms until they could get on their feet. 
David is shown in the 1870 Federal Census with a four 
month girl, living next door to his brother George.'294 

David borrowed money and made a mortgage with 
William C. Denson in February 1872, to get started on his 
own.'295 He bought 40 acres in March 1884,'296 on which he 
lived the rest of his life. His house burned in the 1920's, 
destroying personal property and a large picture of Perley. 

One family story is that all of David's black headed 
children taught school, but none of the red heads. While 
none received much formal education, they passed state 
examinations and received teaching certificates. David 
encouraged his children to study and learn. 

David taught school for several years,'297 and he served 
as a Justice of the Peace for a time. ' 298 It is possible that he 
attended the 1905 family reunion of northern and southern 
Ford brothers in Missouri. 

David was enumerated in the 1907 census of 
Confederate soldiers residing in Alabama. His wife Sarah 
died in June 1910. David made an application, 6 May 1912, 
for relief as Confederate soldier.\299 The application shows 
him with 40 acres of land, a house valued at $500 and 
personal property valued at $711 consisting of one horse, 
two cattle, one gun, a clock, and household goods. He was 
granted a $20 a month pension. 

David went to Little Rock, Arkansas for the 1912 
Confederate Veterans reunion. He was there with his 
brother, Thomas Cellers Ford, who live in Arkansa About 
this time David to write his relatives asking about coming to 
visit. That is what the poem is about at the beginning of 
Chapter One, "About Grandpa, who died poor." 

The children of David D. and Sarah E. (Richie) Ford 
were:'300 
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1. Therosie10 E., born March 1870. She married David 
G. McCarley, 22 December 1889.'301 Estelle taught 
school. The children surname McCarley were: 

a. Raleigh.11 

b. Lee.11 

c. Middleton.11 

u. Alfred10 P., born 9 February 1872 in Eva Alabama, 
and died 27 December 1958.'302 He married Mattie A. 
Patrick, 23 October 1896.'303 She was born 13 April 
1876 in Joppa, Alabama, and died 23 January 1923.'304 

Alfred was a farmer raising cotton and row crops. The 
children name Ford were: 

a. Jamesu T., born 26 August 1897. He married 
Nora Chunn. He lived in Roswell, New Mexico, 
from 1929 to 1939, then moved to Rogers, 
Arkansas. He was a farmer most of his life. The 
Ford children were: 

(1) James/2 born 31 October 1920 in Eva, 
Alabama. He married, first, Flossie 
Gentry. She died 28 August 1946. 
James married, second, Ruth Reitan. 
She was born 20 December 1947, the 
daughter of Norman P. and Elizabeth 
(O'Brien) Reitan. He was a golf pro, after 
serving 20 years in the U. S. Navy 

(2) Infant son, died young. 
(3) Willodene,12 married Leroy White 
(4) Mattie12 I., born 16 August 1927 in Eva, 

Alabama. She married Luther T. 
Hinesly, 28 September 1945. He was 
born 21 August 1921 in Steele, Missouri, 
and died 6 April1994. He was the step 
son of Luther P. and Mary A. 
(Webster) Turner. 

(5) Edsel, 12 born 30 December 1928, and 
died 19 February 1970. Edsel never 
married. He was a published poet. He 
graduated from the University of 
Arkansas in 1952. A journalism 
scholarship was established in his name 
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